
The Ascension of Our Lord 
(Observed) 

 

Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? 

This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven. 
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Confession and Absolution 
493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

Tune: Public domain 
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5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 
And be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Then, throned with You forever, we 
Shall praise Your name eternally. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

D 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
All praise to You let earth accord: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are, while endless ages run, 
With Father and with Spirit one. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 47:1–2, 5, 8; antiphon: Acts 1:11 

Men of | Galilee,* 
 why do you stand looking into heaven? Alle- | luia. 

This Jesus, who was taken up from you into | heaven,* 
 will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven. Alle- | luia. 
Clap your hands, all | peoples!* 

 Shout to God with loud | songs of joy! 

For the LORD, the Most High, is | to be feared,* 

 a great king over | all the earth. 

God has gone up | with a shout,* 

 the LORD with the sound of a | trumpet. 

God reigns over the | nations;* 

 God sits on his | holy throne. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Men of | Galilee,* 
 why do you stand looking into heaven? Alle- | luia. 

This Jesus, who was taken up from you into | heaven,* 
 will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven. Alle- | luia. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
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Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the 
heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading 2 Kings 2:5–15 
 5[In those days,] the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, 

“Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he answered, 
“Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 

 6Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, 
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty 
men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were 

standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, and the water 
was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of them could go over on dry ground. 
 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken 

from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 10And he said, 
“You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, 

but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” 11And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of 
fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 
12And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And 

he saw him no more. 
 Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 13And he took up the cloak of 
Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14Then he took the 

cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of 
Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and 
Elisha went over. 

 15Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him opposite them, they said, “The 
spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet him and bowed to the ground before him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading Acts 1:1–11 
 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2until the 

day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom 
he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to 
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
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 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has 

fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And 
when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 

their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in 
white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 24:44–53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 44 [At that time, Jesus] said to [his disciples], “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 

still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 
must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, 

“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father 

upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51While he 
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
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491 Up through Endless Ranks of Angels 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
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     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offertory LSB 159 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we 

bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His 
dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting 

life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 161 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 

from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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495 Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
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Stand 

 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

Text: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT OUR REDEEMER 
Matins (morning prayer service) @ 9am, Monday – Thursday. 

Saturday, May 23 

5:30 p.m. – Divine Service (for Ascension - Observed) 

Sunday, May 24 (The Ascension of Our Lord - Observed) 

10:30 a.m. – Divine Service 

Monday, May 25 – Memorial Day – NO MATINS 

Wednesday, May 27 

5:00 p.m. – Confirmation (online/Zoom class) 

7:00 p.m. – Divine Service (for Ascension - Observed) 

Friday, May 29 – Pastor’s Family Day 

Saturday, May 30 

5:30 p.m. – Divine Service (for Pentecost) 

Sunday, May 31 (Pentecost) 

10:30 a.m. – Divine Service 

Individual Confession & Absolution available by appointment. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
July 19 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting 

CONGREGATIONAL NOTICES 
• Saunders County Foodbank could use the following donations: pork and beans, 

baked beans, and canned tomatoes. 

• Please continue to bring in your Sun Mart & Corner Market receipts. 

Sun Mart: $51,652.21; Corner Market: $49,438.91. 

 

OFFERINGS Budgets Actuals 

April $12,032.52 $11,854.76 

May 3 (week of) $2,406.50 $2,225.00 

May 10 (week of) $2,406.50 $4,238.00 

May 17 (week of) $2,406.50 $1,898.00  
 


